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- recorded sea-going ships beionged to the
Ancient Egyptians, dating back to about
2600 B.C. They were anything up to 70{t.
long, carrying 30 oarsmen and a sail.
{ Paintings ol these ships are to be seen in

the ancient papyrus Book of the Dead.

<£‘ Ancient Egypt never gained great fame
- as a Sea Power.
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GREEK WAR GALLEYS. War
_m/t .#' CANA vessels had five or more banks of oars
and relied on the specd of their oarsmen

to drive the ram at the bows into the

_J/j\_' #Mw“ 2 / /j,J‘J R » ¢ enemy ship. The oarsmen were all free-
o . men and as no reliefs were carried it was
impossible to keep up a great speed for

H\‘j r £ ,‘_} /"«"W ,C. lo:l'g.i Their .lmerchant ships relied
LY — entirely on sail.
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14 WED\TESDAY [14—352] { ROMAN GALLEYS As with the
] - . Greeks the Romans had several banks of

WW oars and armoured battering rams. The

‘ .J Romans added a parades or platform
\ ~ above the oarsmen, who were thus con- | <
’ b cealed and protected by a row of shields.
(M ; \_\_ﬁ-/ From this parados the soldiers boarded | —
AN the enemy ships and it was from this .
- same type of ship that Julius Caesar
‘ ¥ g &g M landed his army in Britain in 55 B.C. !
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VIKING SHIPS. In these -double- |
ended open ships the Norsemen made |
their amazing voyages tc Greenland, |
Iceland and the Labrador Coast. The

three men to one oar rowed standing,
sail only being used on long journeys.
The starboard side of a ship is named
after the large steering paddle or ** steer-
board * placed on that side of the galley.
It was these boats that brought the
marauding Danes to our Eastern coasts,
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Romans landed. It was made from &
WeM/t single tree trunk seven or cight fect long

and hollowed out. Some of the larger
_ y ones had wash-boards attached to the
‘.hf ~ \... 0y §7 / AL . sides, for proiection against swamping.

Juhus Cagsar learnt to use them and had
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similar boats made for crossing the
rivers in his campaign in Spain.




